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A favourite tradition is the tradition of the royal gardep 
parties. There are three or more of these at Buckingham Palace. 
each summer, and one at the Palace of Holyroodhouse, jp 
Edinburgh, Scotland. The Queen invites all kinds of people, 
Some are famous, but other people have just worked hard for 
charities for a long time. About 8,000 guests come to each party. 
Prince Philip and other ‘royals’ often come too, so the royal 
family can talk to as many people as possible. At each garden 
party, the guests drink about 27,000 cups of tea; they eat 20,000 
sandwiches and 20,000 pieces of cake! 

The Queen is rich, but the royal family are usually very careful 
with money. They have to ‘put on a good show’ for the public, so 
they have to buy a lot of new, expensive clothes. They have to 


give large formal dinners and parties. But their tastes are much 
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